MINUTES

City Council Parks, Trails, & Recreation Committee
Wednesday, April 20, 2022, 3:30 PM
City Hall Council Chambers

Members Present:

Mac Morrow, Chair, Council Member
Aaron Baker, Vice-Chair, Council Member
Steve Harrell, Interim City Manager
Paul Ray, Planning Director
David Lutz, Public Works Director
Nancy DePippo, Citizen Member
Matt Christian, Citizen Member (joined via Zoom at 3:44)

Absent:

Howie Granat, Citizen Member
Tim Robinson, Citizen Member
Ryan Olson, At-Large Member

Staff Present:

Denise Hodsdon, Executive Assistant

Guests:

TYSA Members John Felty, Randy Barron, Josh Shober, MJ Gordon,
and Caitlyn Murray (via Zoom)
Torry Nergart, Conserving Carolina (via Zoom)
Brad Martin, Resident

Media:

Jonathan Rich, Transylvania Times

A. Welcome & Call to Order
Committee Chair Mac Morrow welcomed everyone and called the meeting to order at
3:32 pm.
B. Certification of Quorum
Quorum was certified by Executive Assistant Denise Hodsdon
C. Approval of Agenda
Mr. Harrell asked to remove Item F Fundraising for Bracken Preserve Extension from
the agenda. He also asked to add a Closed Session to discuss property acquisition.
Motion by Mr. Baker, seconded by Mr. Ray to approve the agenda as amended. The
motion carried unanimously.

D. Approval of Minutes of March 15, 2022 Meeting
Motion by Ms. DePippo, seconded by Mr. Harrell to approve the minutes of the March
16, 2022 meeting as presented. The motion carried unanimously.
E. Transylvania Youth Soccer Association – Update re Soccer Field
TYSA Executive Director Caitlyn Murray presented an updated proposal for the Ecusta
Soccer Field (copy attached). She explained that they are proposing updating the field
so it functions better and TYSA can serve more kids. She said as part of their strategic
plan, they plan to acquire their own facility at some point and essentially this is an
extension of that by outfitting facilities that are already in existence so they function
better for our community. The funding objectives for this updated proposal include
Astro Turf, lighting, fencing, bleacher seating, restrooms, parking and landscaping. Ms.
Murray said they are asking for the City to partner with them in executing this project
and to help with funding. She said they already have committed donation pledges and
are asking for a contractual agreement with the City of Brevard, which they will need in
order to start their fundraising campaign and apply for any grant funding. Following
discussion, motion by Mr. Baker, seconded by Mr. Ray to recommend that City Staff and
TYSA work on a Memorandum of Understanding to present to City Council on the
improvements to the Ecusta Sports Complex as presented. The motion carried
unanimously.
F. Continued Discussion of Recreational Priorities
Mr. Baker said he doesn’t think this committee can necessarily decide all of these
priorities and projects and where they should fit. With all the unfunded projects we
have floating out there right now, like the Bracken expansion, the Skate Park phases, the
Silversteen Playground phases, the Estatoe Trail phases, and the TYSA proposal, he
thought that this needs to be a bigger community-wide discussion. He suggested we
hold some drop-in sessions where we present all of these projects at once and get input
from the community to help determine our short-term and long-term priorities. Mr.
Harrell and Mr. Ray will bring back to the committee some ideas for holding community
input sessions.
G. Closed Session to Discuss Property Acquisition: GS § 143-318.11.(a)(5)
A closed session requires a separate motion, second and vote to discuss the matter. At
4:36 p.m. Mr. Harrell moved, seconded by Mr. Ray, to enter into closed session to
discuss a property acquisition matter pursuant to GS § 143-318.11.(a)(5). The motion
carried unanimously. Executive Assistant Denise Hodsdon was authorized to remain
for the closed session with Committee members.
Committee Returned to Open Session – at 4:48 p.m. the Committee resumed the
meeting in open session. No official action was taken in closed session and the minutes
are authorized to be sealed.
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